
February 2025 

 

January 15th, 2025 

HOPE Services, Henry County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities held our Organizational 

and Regular Board meetings this week. 

We thank our Board Members for bringing their 

passion, insight, experience and resources to the 

table.  

Pictured from left: Kelly Rieke, Superintendent; Chris 

Buchhop, Board Member; Dan Bischoff, Board President; 

Tim Davis, Board Member; Amy Rosebrock, Board Secretary; 

Nicky Tripp, Board Vice-President; and Kim Cordes, Board 

Member. 
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The Significance of Resolutions 

The purpose of a New Year's resolution is to use the symbolic fresh start of a new year to set personal goals and commit to making positive 

changes in your life.  You find yourself full of gusto and ready to start, you are turning a new leaf and wiping the slate clean. Well it is February, 

how are you doing? I have shifted gears this year and am going to try to focus on positive emotions such as kindness, gratitude, and altruism. 

Here are some inspirational and encouraging quotes that may help get you through the upcoming months. 

 “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see.” —Mark Twain. 

“Empathy is seeing with the eyes of another, listening with the ears of another, and feeling with the heart of another.'' — Alfred Adler 

“Kindness in words creates confidence. Kindness in thinking creates profoundness. Kindness in giving creates love.” —Lao Tzu 

“We must find time to stop and thank the people who make a difference in our lives.” ― John F. Kennedy 

“Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.” —Helen Keller 

“Gratitude is one of the most powerful human emotions. Once expressed, it changes attitude, brightens outlook and broadens our perspective.” 

― Germany Kent 

"The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others." - Mahatma Gandhi,  

“The meaning of life is to find your gift. The purpose of life is to give it away.” —Pablo Picasso 

 “No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another.” —Charles Dickens 

“What you do makes a difference. And you have to decide what kind of difference you want to make.” —Jane Goodall 

We all want to improve ourselves and the quality of our lives. I challenge you to make your own personal reflections, set personal goals, and 

commit to making positive changes in your life.                -Submitted by Kelly Verbeke, Service and Support Administrator (SSA) 
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We look forward to next month’s quote! 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH FROM JESSICA 

“As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest 
appreciation is not to utter words but to live by them”  
 

- President John F. Kennedy  
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Future Voices of HOPE Events 
March 12th—We will be taking a trip with our friends from HARC to 

explore the Tech House in Wood County. They have it set up as an Escape 

House so  we will be following all the fun tech clues to escape! The group 

will stop for dinner afterwards. Money for dinner will be needed. 

Space is limited, so sign up today by contacting Keri Bunke 

at 419-599-2892 or email at kbunke@henrydd.org 

Voices of HOPE, Self-Advocacy Officers volunteered at the recent Red Cross Blood Drive on January 14th.  Voices of HOPE and HOPE Services want to 

extend our deepest gratitude to everyone who donated during this event. Your generosity and willingness to give truly make a difference.  

Because of you, lives will be saved, and HOPE will be restored to those in need. Thank you for being heroes in our community! 

Pictured above are Christine Clark (President), Lydia Kuehner (Secretary), LaNae Thompson (Treasurer) 
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February 2025 

Even with a lack of sunshine and bitter cold, we have had a month full of energy and smiles. January started in full force.  We spent 

the first weekend with the Lady Cougars basketball team cheering on the BGSU Lady Falcons to a victory.  It was a great night of 

friendship and fun.   

On January 5th, we took a group of 19 bowlers to the 2025 Wood County Special Olympics bowling tournament in Rossford.  Lots 

of time spent with old friends from other counties, and making new ones on our lanes.  This tournament placed athletes in groups 

of 4-6 bowlers based on age and skill.  Here are the final results for Henry County.  Caty Kuehner – 1st, Victoria Michael – 2nd, Zach 

Parcher – 4th, Josh Babcock – 1st, Jacob Heath – 2nd, Skylar Miller – 1st, Michelle Clement – 1st, Linda Baser – 3rd, Lydia Kuehner – 

2nd, Virginia Michael – 1st, Steve Burkeholder – 3rd, Ashley Curtis – 4th, Kenny VanPelt – 3rd, Kathy Michael – 2nd, Derrick Maassel – 

2nd, Alex Eis – 1st, Tyler Silveous – 3rd, Jaeson Donnett – 4th, Scott Michael – 3rd 

January has been a month full of basketball practices and games. The Mens’ adult teams are prepping for their upcoming regional 

basketball tournaments on February 1 & 2. Team 2 has a current record of 3-4 with a game cancelled due to weather.  This year’s 

Team 2 consists of Anthony Delgado, Jacob Heath, Zach Parcher, Brett Mason, Job Knepper, Josh Babcock, Skylar Miller, Griffin 

Paradyse, Tyler Silveous, and on Injured list – Tracy Rose. 

Men’s Team 1’s record is currently 11-1.  The team consists of Cody Steen, Joey Kuehner, Vinnie Simon, Andy Ellerbrock, Keith Rose, Aaron Delgado, Robby Bauer, 

Dalton Kidd, Juan Delgado, Domenik Neumeier, and Matt Wright. 

The Lady Cougars is the only women’s team in the Northwest Region. So, finding teams to play is a bit more difficult.  They play mixed D5 teams. Their current 

record is 2-3.  The Lady Cougars basketball team consists of Krysta Delgado, Samantha Dorrington, Jessica Clapp, Caitlin McCafferty, Tyra Knepper, Sammi 

Adkins, Lydia Knepper, Lydia Kuehner, Ashley Curtis, TJ Stover, and Breckin Maas. 

We also have a School Age basketball team.  The School Age level team encourages skills and learning about teamwork. Athletes on this team can play up to the 

age of 21.  This years School age team consists of Savannah Rose, Aryon Nolan, Utah Harris, Warren Ames, Logan Parker, Jordyn Beilharz, David Rose, Elijah 

Harris, Caty Kuehner, Hannah Damman, and Adrienne Gerken. 

On January 11, we took some of our basketball players to compete at 

the Wood County Regional Skills Competition.  They took part in 

challenges such as dribbling, passing, and a shooting contest. The 

athletes were Breckin Maas, TJ Stover, Caitlyn Kuehner, Jessica Clapp, 

Dalton Kidd, Cody Steen, and Robby Bauer. They all did a phenomenal 

job.   

The same week we hosted River Rivalry at the Filling Home Gym.  This 

battle between the Henry County Cougars and Defiance County Tigers 

started in 2018.  Each year we take turns hosting this event.  It’s a fun 

evening exhibitioning all basketball players from both counties.  There 

are also fun contests held such as a free throw contest and 3 point 

contest, with prizes for the players.  A great time was had by everyone. 

The Cougars Swim Team was able to compete at the 2025 Northwest 

Ohio Regional Swim Meet in Oak Harbor.  Our swimming team has 

grown, and we had two brand new competitors this year, Griffin Tanner 

and Phillip Brown.  Here were the final standings: Krysta Delgado - 50 M 

Freestyle - 3rd place, 25M Backstroke 3rd place, 4X25 Freestyle relay - 

1st place, Keith Rose - 50M Freestyle - 3rd place, 25M Freestyle - 4th 

place, 4x25 Freestyle Relay - 4th place, Phillip Brown - 25M Freestyle - 

2nd place, 25m Backstroke- 4th place, Lydia Knepper - 25M Freestyle - 

2nd place, 4X25 Freestyle relay - 1st place, Savannah Rose - 25M 

Freestyle - 2nd place, 25m Backstroke - 2nd place, Ryan Moore - 50M 

Freestyle - 5th place, 25M Freestyle - 3rd place, 4x25 Freestyle Relay - 

4th place, Tracy Rose - 50M Freestyle - 1st place, 25M Freestyle - 2nd 

place, Anthony Delgado - 50M Freestyle - 3rd place, 4X25 Freestyle 

relay - 1st place, Job Knepper - 50 M Freestyle - 5th place, 25M Freestyle 

- 1st place, 4X25 Freestyle relay - 1st place, Griffin Tanner - 25M 

Freestyle - 1st place, 25M Breaststroke - 2nd place, Jaeson Donnett - 

25M Freestyle - 3rd place, 25M Backstroke - 2nd place, 4x25 Freestyle 

Relay - 4th place, David Rose - 25M Freestyle - 2nd place, 25M 

Backstroke - 1st place, 4x25 Freestyle Relay - 4th place, Domenik 

Neumeier - 25M Freestyle - 5th place.  

Continued... 
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Several members of the swimming team will be advancing to State competition at the 2025 Special Olympics Ohio Indoor Winter games in Columbus the weekend 

of March 7-9, 2025. 

Signups are open for Spring/Summer Sports. For Spring/Summer the options are Equestrian, Volleyball, Bocce, Esports, Track & Field, Cycling, Competition Cheer, 

Softball, Flag football, and Golf.  If you have questions about sports, schedules, or to sign up, please reach out to Zach or Renita. 

We hope everyone has a wonderful February with family and friends! 

Coach Zach and Coach Renita 
 

Mark your calendars for some fun upcoming events…. 

Friday, February 28 - 5-9 pm – Henry County Special Olympics Homecoming, St Paul Gym, Napoleon – The 

Cougars will be playing against the Fulton County Jaguars – Dinner and dance follows for athletes and their fam-

ilies/friends/staff 

Saturday, March 1 – 8 am – 11 am – Polar Walk and Pancake Breakfast – HOPE Services, 135 E. Maumee Ave-

nue.  Breakfast is a free will donation. The walk starts at 10 am. 

Saturday, April 5 – Saturday, May 31st – Saturday mornings – Young Athletes 10-11 am at HOPE Services 

Thursday, May 22 – Henry County Special Olympics Torch Run/Walk – 10 am – downtown Napoleon and HOPE 

Services 

Sunday, June 22 – Henry County Special Olympics Golf Scramble – Iron Wood Country Club, Wauseon 2-6 pm 
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Cougars Continued... 
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Cook Night sponsored by HARC Inc.  

Looking for a hearty meal that’s simple, satisfying, and full of flavor? This month's 

cook night was all about comfort food that everyone will love, with minimal effort in 

the kitchen. From a classic goulash to chewy peanut butter brownies, we’ve got you 

covered.  

 

Zachary, Jacob, and Abbie prepared a delicious meal of goulash, green beans, bread 

& butter and chewy peanut butter brownies. If you love trying new recipes, have a  

passion for cooking, and are interested in joining the group sign up by contacting 

Randy Barnes at 419-591-6498 or 419-599-2892. 

     Hope to see you next month! 

 

 

Rare disease Day is an observance held on the last day of February to 

raise awareness for rare diseases and improve access to treatments and 

medical representation for individuals with rare diseases, as well as their 

families. The European Organization for Rare Diseases established this 

day in 2008 to raise awareness for unknown or overlooked diseases. 

According to that organization, treatment for many rare diseases is 

insufficient, as well as the social networks to support people with rare 

diseases and their families, and since there are already numerous days 

dedicated to specific diseases (such as aids, cancer, etc.) there was no 

day previously for those affected by rare diseases. 

The first Rare Disease Day was coordinated by the European 

Organization for Rare Diseases (EURORDIS) and held on February 29, 

2008. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rare_Disease-Day 

-Submitted by Stephanie Jones 
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Family Connection Forum 2025 Dates Announced 
 

Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities (DODD) is excited to announce an updated name for the Family 
Connection Forum quarterly meetings! What was formerly known as the Family Advisory Council is now the Family 
Connection Forum. This new name reflects the commitment to open dialogue and collaboration between families, 
caregivers, and DODD. 

The Family Connection Forum, or FCF, provides a forum for DODD to hear directly from family members and family 
serving organizations. This gathering also provides the opportunity to educate the community about the department's 
current initiatives from executive staff. The 2025 dates are Mar. 12, Sept. 10., and Dec. 10. 

How Are We Doing? 

Your Feedback Matters! 

 

Thank you for being a valued member of our 
newsletter community. Please feel free to 
reach out at any time to provide your 
feedback, it matters! Together, let's make 
the HOPE Round Up even better! Looking 
forward to hearing from you!  Ideas, 
suggestions and constructive criticism can 
be sent to: Keri Bunke, Community Relations 
Coordinator at kbunke@henrydd.org 

 

Know someone who would make an 
awesome volunteer?  

Share this opportunity with them and help us 
reach more individuals who are eager to make a 
difference! 
Are you passionate about creating inclusive and empowering experiences for 
individuals with special needs? Do you want to make a positive impact in your 
community? If so, we invite you to volunteer with us for our upcoming Special 
Olympics and HARC recreational events! 
 

Contact Zach Meister  for Special Olympics  at 
419-260-2176 or 
 
Randy Barnes  for HARC  Recreation at 419-591-6798. 
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DATE       EVENT          TIME COST LOCATION 

HARC Recreation Events 
February, March 2025 

Contact Randy Barnes at 419-591-6798 or 419-599-2892 to sign up and Pay ONE WEEK prior to the event 

Wednesday, February 12, 2025 Valentine Dance 6-9:00pm   Filling Home GYM  

Thursday, February 13, 2025 Cook Night 5-7:00pm $5.00 HOPE Activity Center 

Sunday, February 23, 2025 Walleye 3:15-9:30pm $20.00 Huntington Center 

Wednesday, February 26, 2025 BINGO 6-8:00pm $5.00 HOPE Activity Center 

Thursday, February 27, 2025 Tobey Mac 5:00- $50.00 Huntington Center 

Saturday, March 1, 2025 UT Women vs. Central BB 12:30- $5.00 UT Savage Arena 

Wednesday, March 12, 2025 Escape House 3:30-8:00pm money to eat Bowling Green 

Saturday, March 15, 2025 Cat and Hat play 1:00-7:00pm $18.00 Croswell in Adrian, MI 

Sunday, March 16, 2025 Monster Jam 11:30- $60.00 Huntington Center 

Saturday, March 22, 2025 Out to Eat and Movie 10:30- $35+ TBA 

Wednesday, March 26, 2025 BINGO 6-8:00pm $5.00 HOPE Activity Center 

Saturday, February 22, 2025 Imagination Station 10am-4pm $17+ money to eat Toledo (leave HOPE at 10am) 

Saturday, March 29, 2025 Toledo Zoo 10am-4pm $26 + money to eat Toledo (leave HOPE at 10am) 

DATE       EVENT          TIME COST LOCATION 

HARC Recreation Events –Kids Calendar Ages 6-15 
February, March 2025 

Contact Randy Barnes at 419-591-6798 or 419-599-2892 to sign up (required)  Pay ONE WEEK prior to the event 

Do you have an article or photos to submit ?  We are always looking for 

stories.  Submit items of interest to Keri Bunke: kbunke@henrydd.org 
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This is a great opportunity for little ones to play, explore, and engage with peers in a fun and supportive environment! 

We can’t wait to see you there! 
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Follow Henry County Board of Developmental Disabilities  on Facebook to keep up 

to date with all the latest updates and information! 
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Submit Orders To Avina’s 



135 E. Maumee 

Napoleon, OH 43545 

 

HOPE Services does not discriminate in provision of services or employment because of disability, race,  

color, creed, national origin, sex or age.   
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Contact Us 

www.henrydd.org 

HOPE Services Office  419-599-2892 

Special Olympics  419-260-2176 

HARC Recreation  419-591-6798 

 

Scan Code to sign up 

for the newsletter! 

Our Mission 

HOPE Services is  
committed to creatively working in partnership with eligible individuals and their families to  discover, 

pursue and achieve what is important to them. 

HOPE 

Services 

        Seeing Potential – Inspiring Opportunities 


